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POLITICAL 


The Mitra Vilas of the 29th September regrets to state Circulation, 
that all the expense and trouble which —. 
| the Government had to bear during — 

the late Kabul war have been useless. The Government has — 

been disappointed in its hopes in regard to the results of the 

wat, and the joy it felt on the successful conclusion of the 

war has been turned into grief. The treacherous Afghans 

have committed an outrage upon us, of which we did not 

dream. Should we allow the outrage to remain unavenged ? 

Although we have long been suffering severely from high 

Prices, and a war with Kabul will aggravate our sufferings, 

re cannot endure to see the prestige of the Government 

lowered, and readily advise the Government to punish the 

wicked mutineers with severity. There-is no doubt that the 

lenient way in which the Government treats the barbarous 

and cruel Afohans has encouraged them to kill our Enyoy. 

) only way in which it can keep them in check is by treat- 

og them in the same manner as the Sikhs did. The Sikhs 


Were accustomed to punish them very severely for small 
ences, eee eh ae 


The late Kabul disaster. 
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idee , states that British 
eae ee troope are steadily advancing tow 

Kabul. They will shortly arrive there 
and severely punish the mutineers, But the question is what 


should be our future Afghan policy? Should the Govern. 
ment permanently occupy Afghanistan, ‘or should it with- 
draw its troops after punishing the mutineers, and send ane 
other envoy to Kabul? If the country is to be annexed, should 
it be made a province of India or be placed under a sepatate 
Governor-General ? The Government can adopt any policy it 
pleases. We cannot interfere in the matter, nor do we wish 
to do so. H owever, as we-are the loyal subjects ‘of the 
Governynent, and our interests are identical with its, we can- 
not refrain from expressing our opinion on the subject. The 
outrage committed by the Afghans on our Embassy should 
be very severely avenged, but we should not annex Afghan- 
istan, not because we might .not be able to keep it in our poss- 
ession, but because the annexation of that country wonld ex- 
tend our boundary to the countries conquered by Russia, 
Some great English statesmen are of opinion that the greater 
the distance between the British and Russian boundaries, the 
better it is for the maintenance of peace and order in India. 
Moreover, the Government should stablish no Resident at 
Kabul. The late Lord Lawrence, the late Lord Mayo, 
Lord Northbrook, and some other great statesmen were 
opposed to the establishment of a Resident at the Afghan 
capital, on the ground that his life will-always be} in danger 
there. The events which haye. lately taken place in Kabul 
have proved the truth of the remarks made hy the late Lord 
Lawrence in 1874, His Lordship stated that be did not 
believe that the Afghans would approve of the establishment 
of British officers in Afghanistan. The Chief of that country 
might, under pr essure, agree to, their establishment, ‘but he 
would do 0 with great reluctance, and, only with the Sep! 
of obtaining | money and arms from, the Government, - 
would ‘avail himself of the earliest opporiaity to oP 


ardg 


( 785° ) 


eas 


ihemi from his country. Any Afghans who might happen. 
tp bear ill-will towards the Amir might attack or kill. 
some British officers: in order to- bring him into trouble, © 


“Richard Temple remarked that the Afghans would not 
endure the admission of Huropeans inio their country, and 


that, though this feeling might be checked by avarice or fear 


tratime, any favourable opportunity would scon excite it. 


General Renal Taylor remiarked that as the Amir and his. 


ninisters would not willingly consent to the establishment of 
» British Envoy at Kabul, it would not be wise to force one 
upon them against their will, Lord Northbrook also ex- 
pressed a similar opinion-in 1875. The Amir. Dost Muham- 


mad Khan and the Amir Sher Ali did not accede to the: 


wishes of the Governnient in regard to the establishment of 


a British Resident in “Afghanistan, on the ground that they . 


could not guarantee his safety. The writer then refers to the 


arguments urged by the late Nur Muhammad Shah at the late 


Peshawar corifererice, held in 1877, against the establishment 
ofa British Residency at Kabul, and hopes that the Govern- 
ment will abandon the idea of sending another Envoy to the 
Afghan capital. 


The Samdchdr Sdr ( the Bengali paper of Allahabad) 
The late outrage on the of the 27th September, argues that 
Kabul Embassy. 7 
the British Government, and that the outrage on the Kabul 
Embassy was instigated by him; He hates the English from 
his childhood, like Siraj-ud-daula, without cause, but Rher 
Ali Khan was a friend of the Government of India. When, 


in the late Afohan war, Sher Ali died in banishment, self-. 


interest induced Yakub Khan to-enter into a friendly treaty 


With the Government, in order that he might save Afghan-: 


istan from British oceupation, and secure his father’s throne. 
The Afghans have long been notorious as a treacherous 
People. There is no doubt that Yakub Khan was aware that. 


admission of Europeans in Afghanistan. would not be wels: 


Yakub Khan is the secret enemy of 


Citctilation; — 
500 copies. 


- come id the people, but’ still he agreed to the establishment 
of the British Envoy at Kabul, which shows that he had ¢ 1 
intentions. The Afghan sardars did not approve of 
Gandamak treaty, but he told them that it was impossible . 
prevent the country from falling into the hands of the British 
without entering into a treaty with the Government of India, 
and that it would not be difficult to get rid of the British 
Embassy by treachery, as on the former occasion, Tf Major 
-Cavagnari were killed by some lawless persons, the Govern- 
ment of India would consider the Afghans to be an unruly 
people, and abandon the scheme about the establishment of 
an Himbassy at Kabul, as it did on the death of Sir W. Mac- 
naghten. In this way Yakub Khan conciliated the Afghan 
sardars. After the arrival of Major Cavagnari at the Afghan 
capital there was perfect quietness in the town for some time, 
as a storm is always preceded by acalm. Afterwards the people 
began to insult the men of the Envoy’s escort in the public 
streets and thoroughfares, and the Amir engaged in conspir- 
ing against the Embassy. It ‘was the Herat troops who muti- 
nied and destroyed the British Residency. ~ It will be re- 
membered that when a quarrel took place between Yakub 
Khan, and his father Sher Ali Khan, the Herat troops espoused 
his cause and adhered to him, although they received no pay 
for years. ‘It is inconceivable that these troops should mutiny 
against him, simply because he paid them one month’s pay 
instead of two months’ pay which they demanded. When they 
attacked the Residency, Mr. Jenkyns sent for aid from the Amit. 
The Amir only sent his son and General Daud Shah to assist 
the Embassy. The mutineers were four thousand in number, 
and were armed with rifles, swords, &c. But when the Amir's 
son and Daud Shah arrived at the scene of action, the a 
neers did not attack them with rifles or swords, but with 
stones! As soon as stones were thrown againsb them, yer 
returned to their houses. . Is this the way in which they cane 
have assisted the Embassy ? When the Residency was att 
and Mr, Jenkyns wrote to the Amir askig for aid, he tep 


‘hat he himself was beseiged and was quite helpless. Although 
he was in confinement, he was able to send a message about | 
the attack on the Residency to Ali Khel. The Residency was 
ted only a few steps from his palace, but still he did not 


citua 


know what was the fate. of the. Embassy. The Afghans h ave | 
twice deceived the Government of India, and it has now 
become fully acquainted with Afghan character. The perfi- 

dious Yakub has successfully played his game, but the Gov- 

erament has been convinced that he is its secret enemy. | 


- The following is an extract from the Jaipur Gazette of 
sia ail the 27th September, which -is pub- 
meee lished at the Jarbar Pressin Hindi, 
together with a translation in Hnglish :— ‘ 
“The late disaster at Kabul has given an opportunity to the 
Opposition party to cry down the present Ministry. Lord Northbrook, 
whose Afghan policy was very different -from: that of the present 
Government, in addressing a large meeting at Falmouth, spoke strongly 
against the Afghan Campaign, aud Mr. Grant Duff, we see from the 
telegrams, has also come forward with no little recrimination against 
the present policy of our Government. In fact, ever since the coin- 
mencement of the last Kabul Campaign, the Opposition, amongst 
whom there are several: veteran Indian officers, whose opinions carry 
great weight in Indian ‘affairs, have. been loud in decrying the actions 
of the Ministry, but hitherto the Government party have been too 
strong, and have carried their measures. triumphantly ; but now as the 
present disaster has exposed a weak point, the Opposition party will 
muster all their strength at the next Parliamentary sitting to attack 
the policy of the present Ministry. In the meantime it behoves the 
public to forget all party recrimination, and uphold the national glory 
of England. The wrongs inflicted: by a set of fanatics should: he 
avenged, as the blood of British officers massacred by the treacherous 
People of Kabul loudly calls for vengeance. At the present moment 
*very loyal subject should strain all his nerves to render assistance to 
the Government. As for us, the people of India, our lot is cast with 
that of the British, and our progress and prosperity are identical with 
those of the British rule, Instead, therefore, of now finding fault with 
= Government, it should be our duty at the present crisis to repose 
Confidence in Government measures, and to uphold the Govern- 
ment policy to enable them to tide over the difficulties that may come 


igtheir way. ‘The disaster at Cabul is a national calamit 
should call forth the united aid and co-operation of the whole nation 
and we trust to the wisdom of our Rulers to bring the whole affir to 
successful tarmination best suited to the glory of Eagland, and condu- 
cive to the interests of India, and her teeming millions,” : 
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PS 200 a The Urdu Akhbar, Akola, of the 27th September, disap- 


3 ‘The correspondents of proves of the Government order pro- 
newspapers prohibited 


teen saccmsbensisin the Ka- hibiting the correspondents of news- 
bul' expeditionary foree. _ papers frum accompanying the Kabul 
expeditionary force. The Press Commissioner states in support 
of the’ prohibition that the Government has to make the 
necessary arrangements for the boarding and lodging of the 
press correspondents who accompany any military expedition. 
We do not see much force in this argument. The prohibition 
should probably be ascribed to the quarrel which took placo 
between the correspondent of the Standard and General 
Roberts during the late Afghan war. But it should be remem- 
bered that if press correspondents are not allowed to go to 
the seat of war with the army, the public will be disposed to 
aecept official news with hesitation. | 

aa : GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 

sE- Circulation, The Samachar Sar (the Bengali paper of Allahabad) of 

4. . - 500 copies, : : 
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; Mere the 27th September states :—I1t appears 

| in" Bengal untae the tee from the nominations made by the 
ee Bengal*Government for admission into 
the Civil Service under the new rules, that the objections which 
we lately urged against the nontination system were not 
entirely unfounded (see page 692 of the Selections for the week 
ending the 4th September, 1879). Of the three fortunate 
nominees one is a Maharaja, another the son of a Raja, and 
another the son of a Maharaja’ssister. They are as follows :— 


(1.) Maharaja Gajendra Narain of Kuch Behar. | 
(2.) Kumar Gopendra Krishna, the son of Maharaj 
Narendra Krishna, and Deputy Magistrate of Kalna. 


| 3 oe : f i 
(3.) Babu Shamadhar Rai, the son of the late Raja ° 
Nadia’s sister, and. Deputy Magistrate of Hugli. 
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11 is obvious: from this kind ‘of nominations that. the objeut 
which parliament hadin view has not been attained, nor will 
the natives, for whom the new rules have been framed, be 
satisfied with them. However, there is no doubt that the 
object of our wise Government has been attained. The 
rdmission of the Maharaja of Kuch Behar into the civil service 


s calculated to conciliate ‘the Brahmo- community and the 


Indian Mirror; that-of Kumar Gopendra Krishna is calou- 
ited to win the good will of the Calcutta British Indian Asso- 
ciation and the Hindu Patriot; and that of Babu Shamadchar 
Rai is calculated to win the .good will of the whole Hindg 
community of Bengal, as the Nadia family is generally const- 
deredasthe leader of that community. Besides the attain- 
ment of these three objects through the admissions made this 
year, two other objects have been accomplished. First, that 
as Babu Lalmohan Ghose, the delegate of the Indian Associa- 
tion, has been agitating the grievances of the natives in Eng- 
land, no member of that Assaciation has been nominated for 
admission into the civil service, which will be a good.lesson 
toit. Secondly, that some members of the-Brahmo Samaj 
condemned the marriage of. Babu Keshab Chandér Sen's 
daughter with the Maharaja of Kuch Behar, on the ground 
that the latter was a mere boy, and had not received a suffi- 
ciently good education ‘to enable him to comprehend the 
dogmas of the Brahmo religion; but his admission into the 
civil service shows that ‘he is'a wise ‘and well educated man, 
and that the objections urged by the opponents of. his‘‘mar- 
nage were futile, and instigated by enmity. 

The N asim-i- Agra of the 30th‘September states that 10 
accordance with -law assessors should 
be men of .good conduct, and should 
Possess some ability, Bntit is to be regretted that this is 
Practically not the case. Officers generally appoint ignorant 
Persons, such as ‘cloth-merchants , mon ey-changers, sweet- 
Meat Sellors , ko., a3 assessors» in ‘sessions -eases. | -As:sodn as 
they recelve a summons to attend the sessions, they say tha 


The | Native asSessors, 


Circulation, 
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‘they have got a ae for three or four days and 
one 
_ the other what opinion he means to give at the court about 
the prisoner. Hach of them replies that he will vive . 
opinion in favour of the prisoner, and will not commit a sin 
by declaring him guilty. When they go to court, ‘they sit 
like idols in their’ seats. They do not attend to what: goes 
on before them, but reflect all the while over their private 
affairs. When the trial is finished, and the Judge asks 
their verdict, they immediately declare the prisoner to be “not 
guilty.” Ifthe Judge also thinks the prisoner to be not 
guilty, well and good. But if he does not concur with them, 
and-asks them on what grounds their opinion is based, they 
are at their wits’. end. .»-The following dialogue once took 
place between the Sessions Judge and an assessor at Muttra.— 


asks 


The Judge.—You have heard the whole case. Now you 
should give your opinion, which should be based on justice, 


The Assessor.—My opinion Is the same. as yours. | 
The J udge.—I cannot on my a csaeal until you have 
expressed yours, 


The ‘Assessor.—You can. writes my opinion as you please, 
I cannot give a better opinion than you. 


The Judge.—I cannot write - saab in : thie way. Be 
quick ‘please. -- 


The Assessor,—I do not know “a opinion I {should give. 
Is am at my wit’s end. : | 


The Judge.—I tiene this 3 is the first time that yen have 
been. appointed an assessor, : 


, i 
| The Assessor.—No- Sir. L have several, times been § 
moned to court as an ‘assessor. ” 


: 2 he J ludge.—Please give your opinion quickly without fur 
ther delay. The court is about to be dis missed. 


The sAonensen, I have alread y teld you that my we 
is-the samo as Youre. | | 


The Judge.—I never saw such a stupid assessor as.you are. . 
"What stupid men are sometimes appointed assessors! (The 
assessor sweats )o Now I ask the opinion of the other assessor, — 


and you will have to give your opinion after him. 


Theassssor (joining his hands together by way of respect). — 


Very good, Sir. ) | 


The Judge.—The other assessor has given his opinion. — 


Now you must give yours. 


The assessor. As regards my opinion you may write 


~ what you please. ee es eeey 
The Judge.—You have given great trouble. Do you 


concur in the opinion which has bsen expressed by your 


colleague ? 
The assessor.— We, Sur, I do. 


The assessors are iutdndéd to assist the judges in dispensin g 
justice, but the latter practically receive no aid from the for- 
mer, Itisa good thing that judges are not bound to follow 
the opinion of the assessors, otherwise they would be placed in 
avery difficult position. The remarks which we have made 
above about the assessors apply also to tha m»mbers of the 
municipal committees. Only vakils, mukhtars, and. other. 
respectable persons, whe are acquainted with law should. 
be appointed assessors or members of municipal committees. 


The Kohintr of the 27th September gives the substance of 
the memorandum submitted by the 
pousory vaccination in In- .Hon’ble Sayyid Ahmad Khan before 


The introduction of com- 


la, 


0 the Legislative Council on the intro- 
duction of compulgory vaccination throughout India, and re- 
marks that vaccination is undoubtedly a very good preventive 
of small-pox, However, it isnot ne cessary to make vaccina- 
tion compulsory in order to encourage its use. It is well 
Kuown that quinine has obtained greater fame as a remedy for 
lover than vaccination.: But the people would be much displeas- 
dif the use of quinine were made compulsory. Compulsion 
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in any ‘matter is ‘bad, and always produces 
It should be remembered that the same remedy does not suit 


all persons. Sometimes children who have been vaccinated 
three or four times, are attacked by small-pox and. die of it 
There are some respectable families in India, the members of 
which are geuerally not exposed to the disease in question, 
which should be ascribed to their use of good food and the 
purity of their blood. Compulsory vaccination will obviously 
be a. source of great j inconvenience to them. The Hon'ble 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan has remarked at the end of his memoran- 
dum that the chief reason why the use of vaccination has not 
become general i in India i is that the people are not acqnainted 
with its benefits. In order’ to encourage its use it will be 
better to make’ the people acquainted with its benefits in a 
friendly manner than to make it. ¢ompulsory. Some small 
pamphlets should be written on the benefits of vaccination, 
and copies distributed gratis among the people. 


The Berar Samdchdér of the 28th September states that it 
‘Pleaders prohibited: by — Is rumoured that Mr. Jones, the Com- 


the Commissioner of Berar ssioned 
from appearing before him. missioner of the Hyderabad A 


in’revenue cases, Districts, has lately refused to admit 
pleaders into his court in. revenue cases, . The writer 18 not 
disposed to believe the. ramour, because: pleaders were not 
allowed by the late Commissioner to appear. before him in 
revenue cases; but Mr. Jones, on his appointment to the office, 
permitted them to do so. The writer does not approve of 
the prohibition of pleaders from appearing before court in 
revenue cases“ on ‘the’ ground that the judge receives great 
aid from thém in the decision of cases, and that the prohibi- 
tion would be an inj justice both to the pleaders and suitors. 


- The Arya Mi litra, of the 3rd October, ‘publishes the — 
: The Qaisay-ut A thbar pay pondence that has passed betwee 
the  Magistrateof Allahabad. the editor of the Qaisar-ul- Akhbar 


and A. M. Markham, Exq. a oA S., the “Magistrate of Allab- 


> 


abad, regarding the statements made by the neal be 
“its issue of the 17 th August ‘about the alleged miscon 


dissatisfaction. 


yb. C. Buck, Hsg.», ¢$+s i Director of Agri jean and 
Commerce, towards a kanfingo (see page 749 of the Selections 
for the week ending the 27th September, 1879), and remarks 
hat the editor of the Qaisar-u ul- Akhbar is evidently not to 
bla me. He simply conscientiously discharged his duty. 

‘Tt is obvious from. his letters to Mr. | Markham that the 
article in question publi. shed in his paper of the 17th August 
was not instigated by eniity on his part. towards Mr. 
Buck, but. was written with disinterested motives. Tt is 
possible that he might have been misinformed by his infor- 
mant, In that case Mr. Buck could send him a letter, con- 
tradicting his st atements, or sue him for damages if he pleased. 

But as he did nothing, the public cannot consider the charges 
brought against him by the editor to be absoln tely unfounded. 
It is difficult to realize why a wise man like Mr. Markham 
has interfered in the matter. The Press Act is only intended to 
prevent the publication of articles in vernacular newspapers, 
which are calculated to cause disaffection i in the minds of the 
people towards the Government, but it does not’ prohibit the 
publication of any article which exposes the faults of any 
man, European or native. Mr. Markham says that the mere 
denial by Mr. Buek of the truth of the statements made by 
the editor is a sufficient proof that the~ ‘statements are false. 
When two respectable persons make contrary statements about 
anything, no unprejudiced man will accept the statement of 
either party as true without proof. 


The Dabiri Hind, Allahabad, of the 27th September, states 


Be dismissal of two ka- that Sayyid Ata Husain and Lala 
ole anabad from Sheo Pershad, two kanungos of the 


the public service, _ 
ia Allahabad district, appeared at the 


: kantingos’ exam ination which was held at Allahabad on 
. August, They passed the examination in some 
tubjects, but failed in others. Although this was. their first 
ne they have been dismissed from the service. 
de rovided in Rale’ 18 of the rules about the examination 


of Kantingos that they should be allowed to appear at two 


‘successive anaual examinations. On the other han; th 

‘are are some other kanéngos, vie. Lala Medni Lal ". 
Padarat Lal ) &e., who have failed to pass the éxaminatio re 
the last two years, and have still been allowed to a " a 
the next examination. It is difficult to realize Me i 
indulgence has been shown to them. In the end, the fe 
hopes that Government will take the case of Sayyid Ata 
Husain ard Lala Sheo Pershad into its favou 


rable considera- 


tion, and in accordance with the provisions of Rule 18, give 
them one more chance to pass the examination. 


A correspondent of the Dabirt Hind, Allahabad, of the 
‘One Shiya Ram and the 27th September, writing from Lakhim- 
Saletan en on puts. Kheri, states that one Shiva Ram, 
‘ who was employed in the Police De- 
: partment in Kheri, sent a. petition to the District Superin- 
tendent of Police on the 25th May, 1877, stating that he had 
long been.employed in the department, but had received no 
promotion, and praying that his petition might be forwarded 
to the Inspector-General of Police for favourable consideration. 
The Superintendent considered this an impertinence, and dis- 
inissed him from the. service. He received an appointment 
in the service of Raja Indra Bikram Shah, but the Superin- 
tendent sent a private note to the Réja against him, and had 
him dismissed. After his dismissal from the Réja’s service 
he became an agriculturist. On this the Superintendent sen! 
a letter, No. 892, dated 5th October, 1877, to the Inspector 
of Police of Kheri, and another, No. 877, dated 31st idem, to 
the Deputy Inspector of Sighai, to the effect that Shiva 
Ram should be arrested as a man of bad character, and pent 
to court for trial, “He was: charged by the police wit 
having appropriated another mat’s property, but acquitted 
Dy thé corti: 6 ek ee TO eke 


s 


A correspondént of the Rahkbari Hind of the 29th st 

Oe ee : new rules spot 

The new rales adit sng: POF im Ragaed to the now Itt 

ninsion of natives into the the admission of natives into’ ® | 
ae Avil Service, Rervice, regr et:to state that the 2¢ 


-alos aro like the promisés of a mistress to her lover, Th 
irder to please him’ she sometimes promises to pay him a 
visit, but she has no intention of fulfilling that promise. | To 
our thinking, the new civil service rules are calculated to 
bestow no new benefit upon us. There is no doubt that some 
four countrymen will nominally become covenanted civil 
vrvants, but that is all. The writer then proceeds to make 
the following remarks on the rules:-— | onli = 

(1). Only one-seventh of the new recruits appointed 
every year will be natives, which is a very small proportion 
compared with the population of India. i 

(2) As the pay of the native civilians will be only two- 
thirds that of the Europeans, it will not be greater than that 
of uncovenanted native officers. The pay of the first grade 
Native Extra Assistant Commissioners and Judicial Assistants 
is Rs. 800 and Rs. 1,009 respectively. The European Deputy 
Commissioners of the lowest grade draw Rs. 1,200 a month, 
and those of the highest grade Rs. 1,500; therefore the pay 
of the Native Deputy Commissioners will vary from Rs. 800 
to Rs, 1,090. Hence it is obvious that it will nat exceed 
that of the first grade Extra Assistant Commissioners and 
Judicial Assistants, ae 


(3) We are afraid that the recruits appointed under the 
new rules may be required to go to England to pass the pre- 
scribed civil service examination, which will expose them to 
great inconvenience. | 


(4) Native civilians will probably always remain Assist- 
am Commissioners, and few will live te be Deputy Commis- 
"ones. To our thinking no native ‘will ever be appointed 
& Commissioner or Financial Commissioner, because no En- 
*opean civilian will be willing to serve under a native. 

Hence it is obvious that the new rules are not based on 
‘mpartial justice, and are‘not calculated to satisfy the aspira- 
ons of the natives. As the population of British India jis 
ten times that. of ‘the British Isles, the number of native 


Civilians should have bins ia at. ten: times 
Europeans ; 3, OF if the Government. wished to 
dulgence to the latter, the. Nati ves and the Europeans should 
have been admitted into the. civil service In an equal propor. 
tion every year. However, it is a matter of satisfaction that 
Some natives will be admitted in to the civil service under the 
new. rules, from which they were hitherto entirely excluded, 
and we hope that the distinetion which the rules recognise 


- between the Europeans and the Natives will be femoved in 
future. 


that of the 
show some ine 


——— Circulation, ee ee L ; 
B= \- 108 copies The Berar Mitra of the 30th September complains that 


Vaids or native physi- © the ignorance of vaids, or native phy- 
sicians, causes a great loss of life in 
Berar every year, and urges that no man should be allowel 
_to practise medicine without passing an examination. 


clans in Berar 


te, : The Pramod’ Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 29th September 
: 50 oes. 


‘The Lanatic Asylum hriefly notices the annual report on 
FA ee: the Lunatic Asylum at Amraoti for 
last year, and approves of the censure passed by the Commis- 
sioner and the Resident ‘on the Superintendent of the Asylum 
for his not making satisfactory arrangements for the supply 
of pure water to the inmates during the scarcity of water in 
the province in the last year, which caused two deaths among 
the inmates from cholera. ‘There is no accommodation for 
female lunatics in the asylum; but the writer hopes that 
accommodation will be provided for them in the new building 
which the Government wishes to construct. 


The Urdu Akhbdr (Akola) of the 27th September, 
_. regard to the reductions in the Pubic 
The retrenchment of Works Depar tment, remarks that it 


ublic expenditure, 
, ‘ would seem that Government has ° 
solved to compel a number of engineers to retire ae 
public service, and to pay. them a pension of their rank, al 


g 
a bonus (equal to one, two, or three years’ pay: ad - 
system of sampulsory retirement will practically effec 


‘axing until the borius and allowances paid to’ them have 
‘heen recouped by the saving of their salaries. It is: not 
ponomical in the long ran to compel an able-bodied officer 
to retire on a pension and to appoint a new man in his place. 
It is well known that every branch of the administration can 
well afford to dispense with the services ofa large numn- 
ber of officers. The Government has appointed two men to do 
the same work which one man can do satisfactorily. In 
these circumstances the best way of makin g reductions in the: 
public service would be not to admit new recruits into any 
branch of the service for about ten years. As for instance 
when an engineer dies or retires fromthe service, his appoint- 
ment should be abolished, and his work distributed among — 
other engineers. In some provinces there are some small 
independent districts. These should be mae sub-divisions of 
larger districts and placed in charge of Assistant Magistrates. 
The salt department should be entirely abolished, and the tax 
on salt-producing tracts in each district should be assessed 


like land revenue, and realized by the district collector. 
Moreover, the salaries of highly paid officers should be 
reduced. If this scheme is adopted by Government, a large 
saving will be effected; which will improve the state of the 
finances, and enable Government to reduce the burden ‘of 
taxation upon the people. s | irene 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 2rd October states that it appears Circulation, if 


} ° ° . . 719.co 1e8. 
from the last Criminai Administration P 


- Report for the North-Western Provin- 
“s and Qudh that only about half of those persons, who were 
charged with offences during the last year, were convicted, and 
half of them were released: A large number of those, who were 
“nvicted, were imprisoned for six’ months or less. All per- 
‘ons, who are charged with any offences, are generally impri- 
“ned and sent to the hawdldt. This practice should be stop- 
Ped. Prisoners charged with offences other than those for which 
Woe law Provides hanging,” imprisonment for life, or trans- 
Porlation; should bé released on security, Sir James Stephen 


Under-trial prisoners, 
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September states that throuch 


: : Toston the good administration of the muni- 
cipal committee of Culcutta the health of the town has much 


improved, and that the result is that the inhabitants of the 
villages situated outside the municipal limits, suffering from 
malaria, take refuge in the town. But unfortunately the 
case is just the reverse with Allahabad. Spleen diseases are 
now very prevalent in the town, which were formerly quite 
unknown. We have.at present no good means of forming an 
idea of the change in the health of the town. It is surprising 
that, when satisfactory arrangements have been made ata 


small town like Srirampur in Bengal for the registration of 


births and deaths, no. such arrangements have, to our knov- 
ledge, been made at the capital of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Qudh. | The conservancy carts ply at the civil 
station late at night, but they are to be seen going through 
the streets and thoroughfares of the city at all times during 
the day and night, which is a source of great inconvenience 
to the public. The magistrate should see to this. 


The Vakili Hindustan, Amritsar, of the 27th September 
‘gays: We regret to state, for the i 
Hindustan, a vernacular formation of the public, that some rea- 


white bas bees fi existence sons, to which it is neither necessary 


The stoppage of the Vakila 


for the last six years. nor. useful to refer here, have induced 


as to stop the Vakili Hindustan.’ We are very thankful t 


our correspondents and subscribers for the aid we receives 
from them during the publication of the paper. Qur las 
advice to our countrymen is that, if ‘they wish to obtain their 


full rights and privileges, and to make the Government 


acquainted with their wants and feelings, they should publish 
newspapers in English, There is no doubt that vernaculat 


‘ 


ie yp en 

: . 4 + 
pa 7. 
ia” 


*P, wit ~, 


newspapers are promoting the interests of the country in some - 
, .But -it. should be remembered -that-as the rulers are. 


> 


ally not well acquainted with the vernacular, our con- 


ener | 
- plaints do. not reach them through vernacular newspapers so 


uickly as through English papers. It is~a matter of deep 


degre 


o 


eoret that not a single native paper is published in English 
x the Panjab. This reflects: great discredit upon the gra- 


duates and the sardars of: the province. 
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